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Today
• Understand Curriculum Design in context e.g. HCT / CAA / NQA 

• What is the Qualification Framework Emirates (QFE) 

• Designing a program (hands-on, experiential design) 

• Writing Program Learning Outcomes (PLO) 

• Writing Course Learning Outcomes (CLO) 

• Assessment 

• Mapping PLO and CLO



Commission for Academic 
Accreditation (CAA) 
‘ensure that the colleges and 
universities of the United 
Arab Emirates operate at 
international levels of quality’

• publish the standards for 
institutional licensure  

• provide measures of 
quality that all programs 
must meet to obtain 
accreditation

https://www.google.ae/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=2&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CCcQFjAB&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.caa.ae%2Fcaa%2Fimages%2FStandards2011.pdf&ei=5y6EVK7JAoLxUL6Gg9gP&usg=AFQjCNGKS1JeQmjm9ra04G24W5a3P51lqg&bvm=bv.80642063,d.d24


‘It is important that institutions and their staff develop and embed a learning outcomes 
based approach not only in the writing of program documentation but as importantly to 
the development of curricula and within the teaching, learning and assessment activity’ 

Commission for Academic Accreditation (CAA)



National Qualification Authority (NQA)

Develop the qualification 
frameworks for the Emirates. 

• Provides detailed 
information about the 
architecture of qualifications 
in the UAE 

• Produce the National 
Qualification Framework 
(NQF) handbook

https://www.google.ae/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CBwQFjAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.nqa.gov.ae%2FEn%2FQFEmirates%2FQualificationsFramework%2FDocuments%2FQF%2520Handbook%2520FINAL.pdf&ei=dzGEVJv7K4rzUuasg_gE&usg=AFQjCNHLPgmFwpT6UGTqWZ7XPHTQ9PxGdg&bvm=bv.80642063,d.d24


Principal 
Qualification 

Levels

HCT programs 
are situated 

within the HE 
profile and 

mostly 
between levels 

5-8



Bachelors Level Descriptors
Essential elements for all level 7 programs



Diploma Level Descriptors
Essential elements for all level 5 programs



Summary Level 7 Descriptors



Generic Qualification  
Profile 
Bachelors (level 7)


